The California I nstitute for Regenerative Medicine: Science, Gover nance, and the Pursuit of Cures

The CdliforniaInstitute for Regenerative Medicine (CIRM) was created in 2005 by The
California Stem Cell Research and Cures Act (Proposition 71) to distribute $3 billion in state
funds for stem cell research. The passage of Proposition 71 by the voters of California
occurred at atime when federal funding for research involving human embryonic stem cells
was uncertain, given the ethical questions raised by such research. During itsinitia period of
operations, CIRM has successfully and thoughtfully provided more than $1.3 billion in awards
to 59 Californiainstitutions, consistent with its stated mission. Asit transitions to a broadened
portfolio of grants to stimulate progress toward its transational goals, the Institute should
obtain cohesive, longitudinal, and integrated advice; restructure its grant application review
process; and enhance industry epresentation in aspects of its operations. CIRMs unique
governance structure, while seful initsinitial stages, might diminish its effectiveness moving
forward. The California Institute for Regenerative Medicine: Science, Governance, and the
Pursuit of Cures recommends specific steps to enhance CIRMs organization and management,
aswell asits scientific policies and processes, as it transitions to the critical next stages of its
research and devel opment program.
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